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To  the  Rev.  G.  Thurston  Bedell, 

Rector  of  the  Church  of  the  Ascension  : 


Rev.  and  Dear  Sir: — The  undersigned,  Young  Men,  attending  Divine  Service 
in  the  Church  of  the  Ascension,  beg  to  request  a  copy  of  the  Sermon,  addressed 
by  you  to  the  “  Young  Men  of  New-York,”  on  Sunday  Evening,  December  14th. 

We  earnestly  desire  to  have  it  published  for  the  perusal  and  profit  of  all,  and 
more  particularly  for  many  of  your  own  Congregation,  who  had  not  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  hearing  it  delivered. 

The  entire  receipts  from  the  sale  we  wish  to  apply  to  whatever  charity  you 
may  please  to  designate. 


Henry  Rogers. 

Wm.  H.  Ogden. 

Francis  T.  Garrettson. 
Henry  Astor. 

George  S.  Rainsford. 
Alfred  W.  Hoffman. 
Nicholas  F.  Neilson. 

L.  B.  Carhart 
Lewis  H.  Miner. 


Frederick  Tinson. 
Hugh  N.  Camp. 
Worthington  Romaine. 
Eugene  T.  Lynch. 

J.  B.  WlNDLE. 

T.  Whittemore,  Jr. 
Samuel  N.  Bergh. 

H.  Ogden,  Jr. 

Francis  S.  Earle. 


Parsonage  Ascension,  New-York,  December  18,  1851. 

My  Dear  Friends  : 

With  some  reluctance  to  commit  to  print  a  sermon  prepared  under  a  pressure 
of  parochial  duties,  and  intended  only  to  be  heard,  I  yet  venture  to  comply  with 
your  kindly  expressed  desire.  Perhaps  the  sermon,  if  read,  may  do  good.  The 
possibility  is  worth  even  a  greater  sacrifice  of  personal  feeling ;  and  therefore, 
with  the  hope  that  God  will  be  pleased  to  render  it  useful,  I  intrust  it  to  your 
care. 

I  am,  with  very  sincere  affection, 

Your  friend  and  pastor, 

G.  Thurston  Bedell. 

Messrs.  Rainsford,  Carhart,  Hoffman,  and  others. 


Almighty  God,  who  hast  given  thine  only  Son  to 

BE  UNTO  US  BOTH  A  SACRIFICE  FOR  SIN,  AND  ALSO  AN 
ENSAMPLE  OF  GODLY  LIFE ;  GlVE  US  GRACE  THAT  WE 
MAY  ALWAYS  MOST  THANKFULLY  RECEIVE  THAT  HIS  INES¬ 
TIMABLE  BENEFIT,  AND  ALSO  DAILY  ENDEAVOUR  OUR¬ 
SELVES  TO  FOLLOW  THE  BLESSED  STEPS  OF  HIS  MOST 
HOLY  LIFE  ;  THROUGH  THE  SAME  J ESUS  CHRIST  OUR 

Lord.  Amen. 


SERMON. 


1  TIMOTHY  IY.  8. 

Godliness . having  promise  of  the  life  that  now  is. 

We  are  fond  of  living  in  anticipations.  Imagination  is  a 
much  more  agreeable  teacher  than  Experience ;  especially 
since,  in  reference  to  religion,  the  former  is  permitted  to 
deal  in  pictures  of  unmingled  felicity,  whilst  the  latter  must 
confine  herself  to  what  is,  at  best,  comparatively  only  toler¬ 
able.  Hence  the  soul’s  immense  stake  in  eternity  is  fre¬ 
quently  made  a  subject  of  discourse,  whilst  its  lesser  inte¬ 
rests  in  time,  are  as  frequently  overlooked.  Absorbed  in  the 
magnificent  expectations  encouraged  by  the  Gospel,  we  are 
not  content  to  enter  into  sober  calculations  of  the  actual 
present  blessings  of  religion.  You  may  have  been  conscious 
of  a  similar  error  in  the  world  of  sense  :  as,  when  you  have 
been  looking  upon  distant  mountain  scenery  ;  the  wooded 
hill-tops  lift  themselves  towards  heaven,  and  their  blue  out¬ 
line  bounds  the  horizon,  clouds,  glorious  with  the  hues  of  a 
summer  setting  sun,  rest  upon  their  summit,  whilst  the  eve¬ 
ning  shadows,  creeping  down  their  sides,  spread  over  the 
intervening  prospect  a  dreamy  indistinctness.  Then  the  dis¬ 
tant  hides  the  near ;  and  the  interposing  scenery  seems  only 
part  of  the  far-off  hills.  We  forget  that  between  us  and 
them,  may  lie  many  a  rugged  mile,  and  many  a  gloomy 
forest,  and  many  a  deep  and  rapid  river. 
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So  the  everlasting  hills  rise  within  onr  vision.  Cloud* 
capped,  but  radiant  with  the  glories  of  heaven,  they  present 
the  summit  of  our  hopes — the  home  of  our  weary  pilgrimage. 
Even  now  the  lieaven-built  towers  of  Salem  lift  themselves 
above  the  clouds.  Is  it  strange  that  our  entranced  eye  rests 
there;  and,  resting  there,  overlooks  the  intervening  earth? 
Surrounded  by  the  promises  of  the  Gospel,  we  seem  to  abide 
just  at  the  mountain’s  base,  and  to  wait  only  for  a  summons 
to  commence  the  immediate  ascent.  Yet  between  us  and 
them  may  lie  a  long  and  toilsome  way.  Up  hill  and  down, 
for  many  a  day,  we  may  be  compelled  to  travel  on,  the  heav¬ 
enly  hills  receding  as  we  approach.  And  at  their  base  flows, 
across  the  path,  a  dark,  and  deep,  and  troubled  river.  We 
must  pass  through  it,  or  sink  in  it.  Practical  men  desire 
information  as  to  the  path  across  this  rough  country  of  life  ; 
as  to  the  ford  across  this  dark  river  of  death.  The  ever¬ 
lasting  hills,  and  the  city  of  God,  are  fair  in  prospect,  and 
their  enjoyment  worth  living  for ;  but  we  must  first  get 
there. 

A  practical  view  of  Christianity,  in  its  relations  to  the 
present  life,  I  propose  for  your  consideration  this  evening. 
However  desirable  and  attractive  the  future,  there  are  reali¬ 
ties  of  the  present  which  demand  reflection.  The  measur¬ 
able  does,  indeed,  bear  no  comparison  in  value  with  the 
infinite  ;  and  yet  it  is  more  appreciable.  Because  it  is 
measurable,  we  call  apprehend  it.  We  understand,  because 
we  feel,  all  its  conditions  and  relations,  its  necessities  and 
their  supply,  its  pleasures  and  discomforts,  its  griefs  and  its 
joys.  Because  the  other  is  infinite,  the  soul,  having  only 
finite  objects  of  comparison,  cannot  fully  realize  its  condi¬ 
tions. 

This  life  confessedly  only  introduces  us  to  that  which 
will  be  everlasting,  and  therefore,  comparatively,  it  is  unim¬ 
portant ;  but  then  it  is  the  introduction ,  and  therefore  in- 
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trinsically  important.  It  is  valuable,  and  deeply  interesting 
to  each  of  us,  not  only  for  its  relations  to  eternity,  but  in 
relation  to  itself;  not  merely  because  it  is  probation,  but 
because  it  is  time — time,  measured  by  years,  and  days,  and 
hours,  crowded  with  experiences.  Each  one  of  these  hours  we 
are  compelled  to  pass.  Each  minute,  perhaps,  of  threescore 
years  and  ten,  we  are  necessitated  not  only  to  count,  but  to 
enjoy  or  endure.  Now  a  religion  which  should  take  no 
thought  of  such  a  life,  must  be  very  deficient ;  scarcely  less 
deficient  than  one  which  should  give  no  account  of  the 
future.  If  religion’s  pleasant  ways  and  paths  of  peace  are 
wholly  laid  out  in  the  shadowy  land,  and  she  offers  no  com¬ 
forts  to  a  weary  traveller,  until  he  shall  have  crossed  its 
boundaries,  her  teaching  is  evidently  not  suited  to  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  mortal  men,  nor  calculated  to  secure  their  confidence, 
Consequently,  while  we  proclaim  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 
as  a  religion  divinely  revealed,  we  acknowledge  your  right  to 
ask,  and  the  justice  of  your  expectation  that  we  shall  show, 
what  is  its  present  profit. 

Moreover,  I  address  this  evening  a  congregation  peculiarly 
composed  of  practical  men — men  influenced  rather  by  expe¬ 
rience  than  promises ;  who  never  trust  an  expectation,  of 
which  they  have  not  at  least  a  foretaste.  You  do  not  allow 
imagination  to  interfere  with  the  sober,  every-day  duties  of 
life.  You  have  learned,  or  are  rapidly  learning,  that  the 
only  way  to  success  in  a  profession  or  in  business,  is  the  old, 
long-travelled  way  of  patient  daily  toil.  You  find  that 
whilst  pleasant  anticipations  may  very  much  lighten,  they 
cannot  dispense  with  present  experience.  You  expect  to  dis¬ 
cover  the  same  truths  in  religion.  And  you  are  right.  God¬ 
liness  is  related  to  the  present,  as  well  as  the  future  ;  and 
for  the  present,  it  is  a  day-by-day  experience  of  working  for 
eternity.  It  is  but  prudent  caution,  explicitly  recommended 
by  our  Saviour,  that  before  entering  on  a  religious  life,  we 
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should  consider  its  profit.  And  I  bring  this  topic  to  your 
attention  the  rather,  because  you  are  accustomed,  in  daily 
occupations,  to  look  at  subjects  in  a  practical  way,  and  are 
ready  in  calculating  gain  or  loss. 

“  Godliness  has  promise  of  the  life  that  now  is.”  I  pre¬ 
sent  you  this  topic  : — 

The  Present  Profit  of  Godliness. 

We  must  give  you  a  brief  definition  of  godliness,  in  order 
that  we  may  clearly  apprehend  what  is  profitable,  and,  should 
you  desire  it,  what  definite  character  you  are  to  seek.  For 
your  experience  has  certainly  taught  you,  that  much  passes 
under  the  name,  which  has  no  pretension  to  the  reality ;  and 
that  many  affect,  who  cannot  support,  the  character.  You 
must  have  seen  that  the  most  despicable  of  all  sinners  is  a 
hypocrite,  and  the  most  profitless  of  all  professions,  the  mere 
pretence  to  godliness. 

In  the  simplest  expression,  Godliness  is  God-likeness. 
It  is  the  conformity  of  our  will  and  character  to  the  will 
and  character  of  God.  It  is  to  possess  and  exhibit  His 
preferences  and  dislikes  towards  right  and  wrong,  justice 
and  injustice,  honesty  and  fraud,  sincerity  and  falsehood, 
righteousness  and  sin.  It  is  to  imitate  divine  holiness  so  far 
as  is  possible,  considering  the  essential  differences  in  nature 
and  circumstances  between  God  and  man.  Godliness  is  the 
possessing  and  manifestating  upon  earth,  and  under  the 
peculiarites  of  our  present  condition,  that  temper  and  charac¬ 
ter  which  being  unchanged,  except  in  its  external  circum¬ 
stances,  will  be  suitable  for  heaven.  Perhaps  a  more  practi¬ 
cal  view,  and  one  more  readily  apprehended  is  this ;  godli¬ 
ness  is  the  imitation  of  Christ.  Whilst  regarding  our  great 
Exemplar,  we  ought  to  remember,  that  except  in  his  relations 
to  the  Godhead,  and  in  his  peculiar  mission  as  an  atoning 
Saviour,  His  life  was  a  very  ordinary  one,  and  his  character 
entirely  imitable.  He  passed  through  the  common  expe- 
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riences  of  human  existence  just  as  we  do.  He  gained  strength 
by  exercise,  knowledge  by  study,  skill  by  industry,  bread  by 
labor.  The  poor  man  and  the  carpenter’s  son  of  Nazareth 
was  brought  into  contact  with  those  very  experiences  of  life, 
which  we  call  the  temptations  and  trials  of  necessity.  And 
as  He  dealt  with  them,  we  can  deal  with  them.  He  was 
very  seldom  called  to  a  conflict  with  extraordinary  troubles  ; 
but  what  we  find  so  difficult,  He  accomplished,  perfect  godli¬ 
ness  in  a  series  of  ordinary  experience.  Godliness  for  us  then, 
will  be  the  course  and  manner  of  life,  which  we  honestly 
suppose  Jesus  Christ  would  have  led  had  He  been  placed  pre¬ 
cisely  in  our  relations,  and  surrounded  with  our  circum¬ 
stances,  domestic,  social,  religious  and  political :  had  He 
possessed  our  friends,  been  compelled  to  deal  with  our  ene¬ 
mies,  struggled  with  our  obligations,  busied  Himself  with 
our  commercial,  or  professional,  or  domestic  concerns.  A 
distinguishing  mark  of  a  godly  man,  is  this  habitual  effort 
thus  to  approve  himself  before  Christ,  and  liis  rule  is  to  do 
nothing,  and  undertake  nothing,  upon  which  he  cannot  sup¬ 
plicate  a  divine  blessing. 

We  are  thus  prepared  to  enter  on  the  proposed  calculation. 
If  I  may  use  the  language  without  hazarding  the  dignity 
of  the  subject,  I  desire  to  show  what  profit  you  may  gain— 
what  interest  for  the  present  life  you  may  expect  to  receive, 
if  your  capital  be  godliness.  It  is  a  calculation  of  probabili¬ 
ties,  and  an  appeal  to  general  experience.  Exceptional  cases 
frequently  occur,  where,  from  some  unexplained  design  of 
God,  or  for  the  purpose  of  necessary  Providential  discipline, 
godliness  does  not  seem  to  be  profitable  in  this  life.  But  we 
could  never  perfect  a  calculation  in  morals,  were  we  to  at¬ 
tempt  to  settle  every  exception.  I  ask  you  to  consider  the 
probable  profit  in  the  life  that  now  is,  of  maintaining  a  God¬ 
likeness. 

1.  In  the  first  place,  it  is  a  good  character.  Now 
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character  is  essentia!  for  your  success.  What  some  struggle 
painfully  through  many  years  to  obtain,  and  struggle  unsuc¬ 
cessfully,  because  having  corrupted  hearts,  they  struggle  im¬ 
possibly  against  corruptions,  and  having  no  support  of  reli¬ 
gious  principle  or  divine  grace,  endeavor  impossibly  to  form 
habits  of  overcoming  temptation,  the  godly  man  acquires  as 
an  essential  portion  of  his  present  possessiqu.  So  soon  as  he 
becomes  godly  he  possesses  good  character ;  and  so  long  as 
he  exhibits  godliness,  men  give  him  credit  for  all  that  it  im¬ 
plies.  It  might  be  profitable  to  occupy  all  our  time  this 
evening  in  considering  the  moral  qualities  of  this  character  * 
but  these  are  well  understood,  and  their  profit  is  recognised 
in  the  general  estimation  of  men. 

I  ask  your  attention  this  evening  especially  to  the  business 
qualities  of  Godliness.  Certainly  religion  cannot  be  said  to 
impart  either  aptitude  or  habits  suited  to  professional  or  mer¬ 
cantile  life  :  but  it  does  provide  a  foundation  of  qualities 
suited  to  business,  upon  which  those  aptitudes  and  habits 
may  be  easily  built ;  and  without  which  these  usually  fail. 

Godliness  warrants  a  man’s  integrity.  Honesty  of  pur¬ 
pose  and  justice  in  dealing  gain  friends  every  where,  and 
make  a  sure  success.  Where  Integrity  is  a  partner,  depend 
upon  it  men  will  gather  around  the  Firm.  Where  Honesty 
practises,  depend  upon  it  the  best  clients  and  the  most  de¬ 
sirable  patients  will  throng.  Profits  often  come  in  more  slow¬ 
ly,  than  where  no  scruples  interfere  with  taking  advantage 
of  ignorance,  or  folly,  or  credulity  :  but  those  profits  bring  a 
blessing  with  them  ;  you  can  use  them  without  regret,  and 
cheerfully,  with  a  safe  conscience. 

Godliness  warrants  a  man’s  rectitude.  The  Godly  man 
refers  every  action  to  the  law  of  Christ.  Having  a  fixed 
standard  of  character,  or  a  constant  rule  of  conduct,  appli¬ 
cable  to  every  case,  a  standard  and  a  rule  which  are  not  af- 
-fected  by  passion  or  interest,  he  exhibits  a  refreshing  consis- 
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tency  and  uniform  rectitude.  Fraud  or  deceit,  even  in  their 
lighter  forms  of  peculation,  overreachings,  pettifogging,  or 
quackery,  do  not  stain  his  garments.  Open,  straightforward, 
right  dealing  gives  him  character.  And  this  is  the  safe  and 
prosperous  rule  of  business.  Expediency  succeeds  some¬ 
times  ;  Rectitude  always.  Expediency  very  frequently  runs 
faster,  but  Rectitude  always  wins  the  race  :  for  Expediency 
is  as  sure  to  stumble,  as  Rectitude  is  to  stand  upright  to  the 
end.  Godliness  then  possesses  this  great  practical  advan¬ 
tage  ;  it  always  knows  whether  plans,  speculations,  experi¬ 
ments,  advice,  or  gratifications,  are  essentially  right ;  and  he 
who  hears  the  character  of  always  being  in  the  right,  and 
always  doing  right,  is  sure  to  be  a  profitable  friend,  and  a 
profiting  man. 

Godliness  gives  a  man  decision  and  firmness .  Whilst 
struggling  with  his  own  evil  heart,  and  gaining  victories  over 
himself,  determination  of  mind,  fixedness  of  purpose,  and 
unwavering  perseverance  is  largely  called  into  exercise. 
These  qualities  are  readily  applied  to  the  circumstances  of 
our  external  life.  Indeed,  it  is  less  difficult  to  be  firm  and 
decided  in  dealing  with  other  men,  than  in  contending  with 
yourselves.  There  is  the  strongest  probability,  therefore, 
that  a  religious  man,  who,  in  the  conduct  of  his  spiritual  life, 
is  accustomed  to  cultivate  decision  and  firmness,  will  excel 
in  them. 

Godliness  gives  a  man  forethought.  It  accustoms  him  to 
look  beyond  the  present,  to  weigh  promises  and  hopes,  to 
compare  the  value  of  the  seen  and  the  unseen,  to  calculate 
probabilities,  and  to  act  with  strict  anticipation  of  what  has 
not  yet  been  realised.  This  is  forethought ;  a  quality  ines¬ 
timable  in  the  daily  adventures  of  life.  On  this  foundation 
prudence  and  discretion  are  built.  Forethought  is  the  same 
quality,  whether  it  be  applied  to  religion  or  to  business,  and 
if  it  be  profitable  in  spiritual  concerns,  it  will  certainly  prove 
profitable  in  conducting  worldly  affairs. 
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Godliness  renders  a  mail  industrious.  u  Not  slothful  in 
business,”  is  a  law  of  our  religion,  extending  to  every  station 
in  society.  It  is  equally  demanded  by  prudence  ;  for  it  is  a 
proverb  of  Christianity,  that  idle  hands  are  the  devil’s  work¬ 
men.  A  true  servant  of  God  is  sure  to  be  found  always  oc¬ 
cupied  conscientiously  in  the  work  which  God  has  given  him 
to  do.  Who  does  not  know  that  industry  is  the  surest  intro¬ 
duction  to  general  confidence  ?  As  the  sweets  of  the  flower- 
cup  are  reserved  for  the  early  morning  bee,  so  success  waits 
upon  professional  or  business  industry.  They  fare  badly  who 
hunt  the  garden  for  honey  after  the  sun  is  up  ;  and  they 
who  are  wanting  in  earnestness  and  fidelity  to  their  occupa¬ 
tion,  find  but  indifferent  patrons,  poor  clients,  and  custom¬ 
ers  who  have  more  credit  than  gold. 

These  are  the  elements  of  a  good  business  character — in¬ 
dustry,  forethought,  decision  and  firmness,  rectitude  and 
integrity.  With  such  a  capital,  even  without  any  adven¬ 
titious  advantages,  a  man  can  make  his  way  profitably 
through  the  world.  If  in  addition  he  should  possess  a 
moderate  share  of  common  sense,  and  enjoy  an  opportunity 
for  practice,  under  all  ordinary  circumstances  they  will  se¬ 
cure  for  him  abundant  success.  Such  are  the  men  whom 
good  fortune  does  not  spoil.  Such  are  the  qualities,  which 
combining  with  wealth,  or  station,  or  influence,  render  men 
prominent  and  useful;  whilst  these  factitious  distinctions 
separate  from  those  qualities,  serve  no  purpose  but  to  swell 
the  vortex  of  things  inane,  unprofitable,  and  perishing. 

The  elements  of  character  we  have  now  pointed  out  as  the 
possession  of  a  godly  man,  are  those  which  you  desire  in  a 
partner  of  business ;  to  these  you  give  confidence,  and  intrust 
your  interests  in  professional  life ;  with  such  a  character  you 
choose  to  deal,  and  this  is  the  one  who  secures  your  esteem 
and  affection.  This  character,  other  men  may  sometimes 
exhibit  in  parts;  the  godly  man  alone  holds  it  in  harmony 
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and  entireness.  This  character  other  men  hold  at  hazard  ; 
because,  not  being  based  on  religious  principles,  and  upheld 
by  divine  grace,  it  is  subject  to  change,  and  liable  to  the 
shock  of  temptation ;  but  the  godly  man  holds  it  securely, 
exhibits  it  constantly,  and  possesses  it  as  his  right  from 
God. 

2.  I  call  your  attention  to  another  consideration,  on  which 
the  probability  of  profit  in  godliness,  in  no  small  degree 
depends. 

Godliness  is  a  good  disposition. 

The  godly  man  possesses  gentle  manners  ;  for  the  opposite 
of  gentleness  is  the  opposite  of  the  gospel.  Take  from  the 
picture  of  Christ  Jesus,  manifestations  of  this  grace,  and  you 
could  scarcely  recgnise  an  outline  of  His  character,  and  take 
from  the  likeness  to  Christ  Jesus  this  habit,  and  the  Christian 
would  be  but  a  very  inferior  imitation  of  the  Saviour. 

Godliness  gives  amiability  ;  that  which  may  be  loved,  and 
that  which  attracts  love.  The  fact,  that  the  godly  man,  by 
a  necessity  of  his  religious  character  loves  others,  sufficiently 
accounts  for,  and  sufficiently  asssures,  the  permanence  of 
this  general  amiability. 

Godliness  gives  peaceableness.  The  Christian  having 
breathed  the  atmosphere  of  heavenly  love,  must  live  in  peace 
with  his  fellow  men.  His  dealings  will  never  be  characterised 
by  bickering,  or  strife,  or  enmity,  or  railing,  or  false  accusa¬ 
tion,  or  censoriousness. 

Godliness  gives  contentment  and  cheerfulness;  saves  a 
man  from  excesses  in  action  or  passion ;  those  excesses  which 
wear  out  life,  cut  it  short  at  half  its  days,  render  it  uneasy, 
painful,  distressed,  and  physically  infirm.  Godliness  enables 
one  to  pass  through  trials,  troubles,  afflictions,  and  reverses, 
patiently,  calmly,  and  with  equanimity ;  and  extracts  from 
the  mingled  ingredients  of  human  life  the  utmost  possible 
good. 
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Add  such  a  disposition  to  such,  a  character  as  we  have 
described,  and  then  take  the  measure  of  probability  cf  suc¬ 
cess.  Must  not  the  connection  between  cause  and  effect  be 
entirely  broken  up,  if  Godliness  do  not  succeed  ?  Must  not 
the  opinions  and  preferences  of  mankind  be  completely 
altered,  when  such  Godliness  ceases  to  be  profitable  in  the 
life  that  now  is  ? 

3.  There  is  a  peculiarity  in  godliness,  which,  for  the  prac¬ 
tical  view  we  are  now  taking,  becomes  a  distinguishing  ele¬ 
ment  in  its  profitableness.  I  mean  its  facility  of  combining 
with  other  professions  and  employments  of  life.  Concentra¬ 
tion  of  thought  and  efforts  on  one  worldly  pursuit,  is  neces¬ 
sary  for  success.  But  godliness  has  the  peculiar  faculty  of 
uniting  itself  to  every  lawful  business,  and  every  honorable 
profession ;  not  only  not  hindering,  but  facilitating  its  prose¬ 
cution.  If  your  occupation  be  legitimate  and  honest,  you 
need  not  desert  it  in  order  to  become  a  Christian.  Take 
your  Christianity  into  it,  and  let  it  sanctify  and  bless  your 
daily  tasks.  Godliness  will  not  call  you  out  from  your 
study,  or  your  practice ;  will  not  interpose  between  your 
patients  or  your  clients  ;  will  not  separate  you  from  the 
desk,  or  the  counting-house,  or  the  workshop ;  but,  like  a 
ministering  spirit,  will  go  in  with  you  to  every  employment, 
whispering  words  of  encouragement,  and  confidence,  and 
hope  :  inspiring  you  with  animating  motives  ;  confirming 
your  industry  ;  rousing  your  energies ;  making  you  patient, 
contented,  cheerful,  amiable,  gentle,  and  peaceable ;  giving 
you  forethought,  decision,  firmness,  rectitude,  and  integrity. 
Nothing  is  lost  (which  ought  to  be  retained)  by  becoming  a 
Christian.  It  is  clear  gain  to  your  business.  If  success  be 
probable  now,  without  religion,  how  greatly  increased  must 
be  its  probabilities,  when,  to  all  you  have  at  present,  godli¬ 
ness  be  superadded. 

4.  One  other  consideration  completes  the  elements  from 
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which  yon  may  calculate  the  present  profit  of  godliness. 
The  godly  man  possesses  a  constant  friend  in  the  Almighty. 
Friendly  counsel  and  assistance  are  absolutely  necessary  for 
success  in  any  worldly  occupation.  We  are  not  independent. 
No  man  can  struggle  long  by  himself.  In  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  professional  or  business  life,  in  occasional  difficulties, 
or  in  emergencies,  what  are  your  chances  if  you  have  no 
friends  ?  Now  besides  the  troops  of  earthly  friends  which 
such  a  character  and  disposition  as  we  have  described  will 
be  sure  to  gather  around  you,  godliness  brings  for  your  busi¬ 
ness  a  Friend,  whose  power,  no  less  than  his  good-will,  are 
without  limit ;  secures  in  your  professional  avocations  a 
Friend,  whose  ability  as  counsellor  is  coupled  with  power 
over  the  hearts  and  wills  of  men — a  Friend  who,  in  the 
chamber  of  sickness,  disposes  of  that  breath  which  the  ablest 
human  skill  can  but  endeavor  to  prolong. 

If,  then,  you  have  secured  this  heavenly  Friend,  as  an 
advocate  with  you  in  just  pleadings,  as  an  adviser  in  your 
applications  of  science  and  skill,  as  a  wise  counsellor  in  your 
plans  of  pecuniary  advantage,  and  an  assistant  in  all  your 
toils  and  adventures,  you  have  certainly  secured  all  reason¬ 
able  prospect  of  success.  With  such  a  character,  such  a 
disposition,  and  such  a  Friend,  I  do  not  see  but  that  the 
godly  man  has  subsidized  all  probabilities  in  his  favor.  So 
far  as  prosperity  can  be  prognosticated  from  the  employment 
of  right  means  to  the  desired  end,  the  present  profit  of  his 
godliness  is  certain. 

If  this  be  so,  you  are  prepared  to  weigh  the  question  of 
your  duty  in  respect  to  godliness.  For  this  whole  discussion 
reduces  itself  to  the  very  practical  consideration  of  your  own 
present  personal  duty.  Surely  I  cannot  be  mistaken  in  sup¬ 
posing  that  you  have  already  determined  to  make  all  possible 
profit  out  of  this  life. 

Some  of  you  probably  from  these  heights  of  the  starting 
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point  of  your  pilgrimage,  look  on  over  the  rough  and  varied 
way,  until,  at  threescore  years  and  ten,  the  distant  vista 
seems  to  close,  even  before  your  prospect  is  complete  :  and 
for  ali  these  years,  you  are  to  make  preparation,  and  upon 
all  these  years  you  are  now  to  enter,  in  such  a  way  as  will 
bring  you  most  profit  at  the  last.  You  have  a  serious  ques¬ 
tion  to  decide. 

Some  whom  I  address  have  had  no  small  experience  of 
the  cares  and  disappointments  of  life.  Some  have  nearly 
attained  the  western  horizon,  where  already  the  shadows  of 
the  heavenly  mountains  cast  a  dimness  about  their  prospects, 
and  glimpses  of  the  dark  river  occasionally  startle  them 
into  reflection.  All  these  have  less  time  for  wisdom  than 
they  once  had,  and  a  less  measure  of  days  to  invest  for 
eternal  profit.  The  question  I  present  to-night  is  no  less 
serious  for  them. 

Time  and  labor,  in  every  occupation,  and  in  our  relation 
both  to  this  world  and  the  next,  are  our  capital.  When, 
then,  Christ  says  “  Seek  first  the  kingdom  of  God  and  his 
righteousness,  and  all  these  things  shall  be  added  unto  you,” 
it  is  evidently  his  advice  that  you  shall  invest  time  and  labor 
pre-eminently  in  religion.  Nor  can  you  doubt — neither, 
indeed,  do  I  believe  that  you  doubt — the  correctness  of  His 
counsel ;  for  besides  the  infallible  truth  of  all  His  utterances, 
the  experience  of  mankind,  and  your  own  calculation  of  pro¬ 
babilities,  prove  that  godliness  has  the  promise  of  the  life 
that  now  is. 

Well  then,  brethren,  you  have  determined  to  seek  this  God¬ 
liness.  To  draw  any  other  conclusion  as  to  your  state  of 
mind,  would  be  to  deny  not  only  your  powers  of  logical  rea¬ 
soning,  but  your  practical  wisdom.  To  determine  that  yon 
will  make  life  most  profitable  ;  and  then  to  determine  that  re¬ 
ligion  added  to  your  chosen  profession  or  business  will  enable 
you  to  practise  it  to  the  most  profit,  is,  by  all  logical  neees- 
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sity,  to  determine  that  you  will  make  religion  the  supreme 
employment  of  your  life.  To  see  the  end  which  you  desire, 
and  the  means  by  which  you  can  reach  it,  and  then  not  to 
adopt  the  means  in  attaining  the  end,  is  a  folly  of  which  you 
are  never  guilty  in  the  affairs  of  this  world.  You  cannot 
commit  such  a  madness  in  a  business  and  a  profession  which 
unites  the  interests  of  two  worlds.  Surely  I  address  some  in 
this  great  assembly  of  practical  men,  whose  only  question  is, 
how  may  I  couple  this  godliness  to  my  daily  duties  ?  how 
may  I  attain  this  character  and  find  a  friend  in  God  ? 

Most  gladly  I  apply  myself  to  answer  such  a  question.  God¬ 
liness  is  a  result  ;  not  a  means.  To  attain  it,  we  must  be¬ 
gin  a  good  way  off  and  work  up  to  it.  Godliness  lies  within 
the  narrow  way  ;  and  therefore  to  reach  it,  you  must  enter 
by  the  strait  gate.  Your  evil  heart,  which  is  now  so  un¬ 
like  Godliness,  as  to  render  you  doubtful  whether  you  can 
ever  be  God-like,  must  he  radically  changed.  Your  unholy 
dispositions  and  habits  will  not  submit  to  efforts  for  reforma¬ 
tion.  At  best,  vou  can  but  chain  the  evil.  You  cannot 
eradicate  it.  You  need  not  reformation,  but  re-creation  :  and 
for  that  you  must  appeal  to  the  blessed  Holy  Spirit,  whose 
office  it  is  to  renew  the  hearts  of  sinners.  Seek  Him  by 
earnest  and  humble  supplication.  He  will  never  deny  your 
request  for  that  new  heart  which  He  alone  can  bestow. 

But  more  than  this.  You  feel  yourself  to  be  a  sinner. 
And  as  a  sinner,  }mu  are  this  night  condemned.  Would  you 
escape  ?  I  point  you  to  the  Lamb  of  God  who  taketh  away 
the  sins  of  the  world.  He  died  that  you  might  be  forgiven. 
He  lives  that  you  may  be  justified.  Bepent  ;  bring  all  your 
sins  to  His  footstool  of  mercy.  Trust  the  efficacy  of  His 
work.  He  has  permitted  us  to  say  to  all  about  us,  “  Come  ; 
and  whosoever  will  let  him  take  the  water  of  life  freely.” 
And  He  cannot  deny  Himself.  It  is  written,  “  believe  in 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  thou  shalt  be  saved.”  Therefore 
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if  you  believe,  heaven  and  earth  must  pass  away,  before  you 
can  be  lost:  nay,  heaven  and  earth  may  pass  away,  but 
“  thou  shalt  be  saved.” 

Thus  penitent,  and  believing,  with  a  heart  renewed, 
you  pass  the  strait  gate  ;  and  then  you  enter  upon  God¬ 
liness.  It  is  the  life  of  religion.  It  is  the  soul  living 
constantly  under  the  influences  and  operations  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  exercising  faith  in  Christ,  and  love  towards  God, 
and  acting  out  obedience  to  the  divine  will,  under  the  pre¬ 
vailing  motive  of  affectionate  gratitude  to  our  Redeemer, 
Thus  briefly  alluding  to  prominent  ideas,  I  must  be  contented 
to  leave  the  subject.  Should  any  of  you  desire  more  ex¬ 
planations,  or  wish  to  consult  me  on  this  all  important  sub¬ 
ject,  it  will  afford  me  the  sincerest  pleasure  to  meet  you  : 
and  on  behalf  of  my  brethren  in  the  ministry,  as  well  as 
myself,  I  can  assure  you,  that  you  will  always  find  our  hearts 
open,  and  our  desires  earnest,  to  lead  you  to  our  Saviour.  I 
know  no  other  way  to  Godliness  than  that  which  leads  first 
to  the  cross  of  Christ.  If  you  will  not  receive  the  mercy  as 
His  gift — dear  brethren  !  you  must  find  it  where  you  can. 
But  if,  for  your  profit  in  this  life  and  in  eternity,  you  will 
receive  Jesus  Christ  as  your  Saviour  ;  if  in  depending  upon 
divine  grace  you  will  labor  to  follow  Him  ;  if  you  will  work- 
in  the  cause  of  your  soul’s  interests  with  the  energy,  and 
faithfulness,  and  perseverance  of  men  in  earnest  :  without 
being  a  prophet,  I  may  yet  be  permitted  to  prophesy  your 
future. 

Strict  in  his  integrity,  decided  in  his  principles,  just  in  his 
dealings,  firmly  purposed  to  measure  every  plan  and  action 
by  the  laws  of  heaven,  and  constant  in  his  foresight  of  eter¬ 
nity,  this  Godly  man  occupies  his  business.  Gentle,  ami¬ 
able,  peaceable,  cheerful,  without  excesses,  extracting  all 
possible  good  from  life,  and  for  the  rest  contented,  he  mingles 
among  men.  The  friendship  of  God  is  worth  all  other  claims 
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to  his  affection  ;  and  under  the  protection,  and  guidance,  and 
blessing,  and  fatherly  discipline  of  Gfod,  he  journeys  on. 
As  to  prosperity,  he  sees  it  to  be  good  if  God  blesses  it,  and 
therefore  labors  for  and  expects  it :  when  it  comes  he  uses 
it  for  God’s  glory,  and  for  human  welfare  ;  when  it  departs, 
he  is  resigned  to  what  God  thinks  best.  Adversity  does  not 
overcome,  because  blessings  do  not  elate  him  ;  and  he  con¬ 
stantly  remembers  that  here  there  are  no  certainties.  Friends 
crowd  around  him.  His  domestic  circle  enlarges.  Peace, 
contentment,  affection  and  holiness,  seem  to  fill  the  very 
atmosphere  he  breathes,  and  to  infuse  a  new  happiness  into 
the  life  of  all  with  whom  he  holds  intercourse.  His  genera¬ 
tion  passes  away.  In  a  green  and  fresh  old  age  the  shadows 
of  the  evening  creep  in  upon  him.  His  benevolent  counte¬ 
nance,  his  universal  love,  his  gentle  words  and  his  eye  that 
kindles  no  more  save  at  the  mention  of  the  name  of  Jesus, 
are  a  very  Gospel  of  the  Son  of  God.  As  the  tabernacle  of 
his  soul  is  gloriously  curtained  with  silver  locks  found  in  the 
way  Gf  righteousness,  so  the  soul  itself,  radiant  with  God¬ 
likeness,  looks  out  from  the  inner  house  attracting  all  be¬ 
holders  by  the  beauty  of  holiness.  He  alone,  of  all  the 
world,  feels  no  regret  as  the  shadows  deepen  and  the  night 
closes.  “  Godliness”  has  given  him  all  that  Time  presents 
worth  having :  and  ceases  to  bless  in  this  world  only  because 
having  to  the  uttermost  fulfilled  its  “promise  of  the  life 
that  now  is,”  it  begins  to  confer  the  infinite  happiness  of  the 
life  “  which  is  to  come.” 


HYMN. 


God  of  our  fathers,  by  whose  hand 
Thy  people  still  are  blest, 

Be  with  us  through  our  pilgrimage  ; 
Conduct  us  to  our  rest. 

• 

Through  each  perplexing  path  of  life 
Our  wandering  footsteps  guide ; 

Give  us  each  day  our  daily  bread, 

And  raiment  fit  provide. 

O  spread  thy  sheltering  wings  around, 
Till  all  our  wanderings  cease, 

And,  at  our  Father’s  loved  abode 
Our  souls  arrive  in  peace. 

Such  blessings  from  thy  gracious  hand 
Our  humble  prayers  implore ; 

And  thou,  the  Lord,  shalt  be  our  God, 
And  portion  evermore. 


